ABRAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1920. 


Springfield  House, 

Abram,  near  Wigan. 

March,  1921. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Abram  Urban  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  Health 
of  your  Township  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920,  together 
with  the  various  tables  of  mortality  and  other  matters  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  conditions  are  very  little,  if  at  all,  altered  from  those  of  the 
previous  year,  except  that  the  Ministry  now  present,  one  uniform 
figure  for  both  Death  and  Birth-rates  such  as  prevailed  in  pre-war 

times. 


Population  at  Census  in  1911  ...  ...  ...  6,893 

Population  estimated  locally  ...  ....  ...  6,946 

Population  as  supplied  by  Ministry  of  Health  ...  6,487 

It  is  on  this  latter  estimate  that  the  Death  and  Birth-rates  are 
calculated. 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

The  district  is  a scattered  colliery  district,  situated  3^  miles 
south-east  of  Wigan,,  and  chiefly  on  the  main  road  leading  from 
Wigan  to  Warrington. 

It  is  dividJed  into  4 wards,  3 of  these  being  made  up  of  parts 
which  are  wholly  or  partly  separated  from  the  remaining  1,  by 
agricultural  land. 

The  wards  receive  their  names  from  these  detached  portions  of 
the  township ; thus  we  have  Bamfurlong,  Bickershaw^  and  Plank 
Lane  wards  respectively,  whilst  the  central  part  of  the  township 
forms  the  remaining  Abram  Brow  ward.  Bamfurlong  ward  has  the 
largest  population  of  the  four. 

The  highest  point  of  the  township  is  132  feet  above  sea  level 
(O.D.),  and  the  lowest  is  70  feet  above  sea  level  (O.D.),  the  district 
thus  being  very  flat. 

The  sub-soil  is  essentially  of  a clayey  character,  and  owing  to 
this  the  water  is  retained  for  a considerable  time  on  the  surface. 

Being  a mining  district,  and  subsidence  occurring  as  a result, 
there  is  an  ever-increasing  area  of  land  more  or  less  under  water 
during  the  whole  year  and  the  various  pipe  lines  for  sewer  and 
water  carriage  are  disturbed  and  their  efficiency  impaired. 

The  population  is  for  by  far  the  major  portion,  of  a working 
class  character,  who  mostly  find  employment  in  and  about  the  various 
collieries  in  and  around  the  district. 

The  remainder  of  the  working  classes  are  employed  in  cotton 
mills,  brickyards;  blothing  and  dressmaking  establishments,  and  a 
few  in  engineering  shops  of  various  kinds. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  that  any  of  these  different  classes  of  em- 
ployment have  any  deleterious  effect  on  the  health  of  the  workers 
generally. 

The  assessable  value  of  the  township  is  £35,063',  a penny  rate 
producing  £146. 

The  amount  of  poor  law  relief  administered  during  the  year 
was  £502  16s.  Od. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION.  The  Council  have  an  in- 
fectious hospital  which  is  provided  for  out  of  the  rates. 


The  other  Hospital  requirements  are  met  by  the  towns  of  Wigan, 
Manchester,  and  Liverpool,  all  of  which  are  within  reasonable  dis- 
tance and  to  which  for  the  most  part  contributions  are  sent  either  by 
the  workpeople  or  private  individuals,  or  both. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. — According  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
Return,  85  deaths  have  occurred  during  the.  year  belonging  to  the 
township.  These  comprise  47  males  and  38  females. 

The  death-rate  is  thus  13.1  per  thousand  of  a living  population, 
which  is  2.1  per  thousand  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year, 
and  also  1.5  per  1,000  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  10> 
years.  It  is,  however,  0.7  per  thousand  higher  than  the  average 
throughout  Fngland  and  Wales. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are:  Bronchitis  13,  Pneumonia  10, 
Cancer  5,  Measles  4,  Heart  Disease  3,  Diarrhoea  3,  Tuberculous 
Diseases  3 (including  2 from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis),  Congenital 
Debility  5,  the  remainder  comprising  other  Chest  Diseases  3,  Kidney 
Disease  3,  .Scarlet  Fever,  Accident,  Rheumatic  Fever,  and  Meningitis 
1 each,  and  other  diseases,  defined  and  ill-defined,  29. 

There  are  24  deaths  in  children  under  12  months  old;  this  is 
an  increase  of  lil  over  the  previous  year,  and  in  view  of  the  work 
done  to  minimise  this  particular  class  of  case,  is  somewhat  dis- 
couraging. 

The  infantile  death-rate  is  thus  120  per  1^000  births,  an  increase 
of  29  per  thousand  over  the  previous  year,  but  is  2 per  1,000  less 
than  the  10  years’  average.  These  figures,  however,  are  40  per  1,000 
more  than  those  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS. — One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  have  been  registered 
during  the  year,  and  comprise  109  boys  and  90  .girls,  6 of  these  being 
illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  is  the  very  satisfactory  one  of  30'.6  per 
1,000  of  a living  population.  These  figures  are  8.8  and  4.2  higher 
than  those  for  the  previous  year  and  the  average  of  ten  years  for 
the  township  respectively,  and  5.1  higher  than  those  for  England 
and  Wales  generally. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  EACH  WARD. 
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Death  Hate  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

per  1000  Births  ...  ...  ...  47  206  75  208 
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The  above  tables  show  that  Abram  Brow  Ward  has.  the  lowest 
general  death-rate,  the  second  highest  birth-rate,  and  by  far  the 
lowest  infantile  death.  All  these  figures  concerning  this  ward  are 
a very  great  improvement  on  those  for  1919. 

The  other  three  wards  show  figures  which  are  considerably  worse 
than  those  of  the  previous  year  (with  tire  exception  of  the  birth-rate 
in  Bickershaw  Ward),  more  remarkably  so  in  Bamfurlong  and  Plank 
Lane  Wards. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER. — This  is  supplied,  as  has  been  usual  for  many  years, 
by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  from  their  Rivington  Watershed. 

Owing  to  mining  subsidence  the  supply  has  at  times  been  inter- 
rupted, and  from  the  same  cause  the  banks  of  the  service  reservoir 
have  had  to  be  raised  so>  as  to  enlarge  the  capacity  and  thus  guard 
against  any  shortage. 

The  quality  of  the  water  has,  as  usual,  been  good,  and  no 
action  has  been  necessary  with  regard  to  any  contamination. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  action  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation 
with  regard  to  the  supply  of  water,  some  scheme  for  a further  water 
supply  will  have  to  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  sewage  effluent,  after  treat- 
ment at  the  Sewage  Works,  is  poured  into  the  brook  which  forms 
part  of  the  Abram  boundary. 

Surface  water  untreated  is  also  delivered  into  this  same  brook. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— This  is  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  in  the  previous  year.  The  whole  of  the  district  is  sewered. 
The  contents  from  3 parts  of  the  township  are  carried  by  an  under- 
ground pipe  line  to  the  Sewage  Works,  which  are  situated  in  the 
south-eastern  portion  of  the  township. 

Here  the  sewage  matter  passes  into  septic  tanks,  is  then  pumped 
on  to  Bacteria  beds,  afterwards  it  filters  through  the  land  and  finally 
passes  into  the  brook. 

The  sample©  of  the  effluent  which  are  frequently  taken  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Mersey  and  Irwell  Rivers,  are  almost  invariably  good. 
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The  sewage  matter  from  the  remaining  portion  (Plank  Lane)  of 
the  township  is  treated  by  the  Leigh  and  Atherton  Joint  Sewerage 
Board  at  Leigh  by  arrangement. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  is  for  the  most  part  quite  satis- 
factory, although  there  is  still  a very  large*  percentage  of  privy 
closets,  as  the  following  table  shows: — 

Privy  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  821 

Pail  Closets  (Isolated  Farm  Houses)  ...  ...  25 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  465 

The  privy  closets  are  being  converted  where  the  opportunity 
arises,  and  all  new  property  is  supplied  with  this  class. 

SCAVENGING. — This  is  entirely  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority.  Various  hollows  on  the  agricultural  land  are  filled  in 
with  refuse  and  then  covered  with  soil. 

Portable  receptacles  have  been  put  in  during  the  last  few  years. 

We  have  no  Refuse  Destructor. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT . — This  is  a 
separate  report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  is  attached  hereto. 

SCHOOLS. — These  are  similar  in  number  to  those  of  the  previ- 
ous year,  viz.,  4.  The  structural  condition  is  good.  The  cleaning 
and  painting,  etc.,  of  the  schools  are  quite  satisfactory,  but  more 
attention  is  required  to  the  outside  offices  of  St.  John’s  and  St. 
Andrew’s  Schools. 

FOOD. — MILK. — This  is  quite  good  throughout  the  township. 
The  various  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshop  Orders  are  carried  out 
where  necessary. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  for  any  action  to*  be  taken  with 
regard  to  Tuberculous  Milk. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS.— These  are  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

MILK  (Mother  and  Children’s)  Order,  1918. — This  Order  is 
brought  into  use  when  any  necessitous  case  arises  and  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitor  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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OTHER  FOODS. — The  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  when  necessity  arises  by  the  Medical  Officer.  The 
amount  of  unsound  meat  requiring  attention  during  the  year  was  > 
50  lbs. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  and  only  one  licensed  slaughter- 
house, wbioh  is  regularly  kept  under  observation,  and  which  is  always 
found  in  a quite  satisfactory  condition. 

The  bakehouses  are  periodically  inspected  and  always  found 
satisfactory. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS.— These  Acts  are  principally  ad- 
ministered by  the  County  Council,  one  of  the  Police  Sergeants  being 
appointed  an  inspector. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  does,  however,  sometimes  take  samples 
of  milk,  butter,  etc.,  which  are  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
analysis. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,— During  the  year  110  cases  have 
been  notified  or  ascertained,  which  comprise  Scarlet  Fever 
39,  Diphtheria  14,  Chicken  Pox  30,  Pneumonia  10,  Erysipelas 
5,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3,  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  Enteric 
Fever  1,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  1,  Ophthalmia.  Neonatorum  1, 
Puerperal  Fever  1,  and  Diarrhoea  1. 

The  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  and  Diarrhoea  are  not  compulsorily 
notifiable,  and  the  case  notified  as  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  proved 
by  bacteriological  examination  to  be  one  of  Pneumonia.  Of  these 
cases  3i7  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  all  except  one  of  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Meningitis  (which  died  a few  hours  after  admission)  termin- 
ated in  recovery. 

In  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to  the 
Medical  Men  on  application,  and  in  doubtful  cases  encouragement  is 
given  to  have  swabs  or  blood  samples  taken  for  examination,  the  cost 
of  such  examination  being  borne  by  the  Council. 

SMALLPOX.— There  have  been  no  cases  during  the  year.  No 
vaccinations  have  been  undertaken  under  the  Smallpox  Regulations 
of  1917. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Public  Vaccinator  under 
the  Poor  Law  Authorities. 
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Bellow  is  a tabulated  list  cxf  Infectious  Diseases  notified  and 
removed  into  Hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  — The  centre,  as 
mentioned  in  my  report  for  1919,  has  been  continued,  and  in  order 
to  provide  better  and  more  efficient  accommodation  for  all  concerned 
an  Army  Hut  has  been  purchased  by  the  Local  Authority  arid  placed 
behind  the  Council  Offices  in  almost  the  centre  of  the  township. 

As  it  ha®  been  suitably  arranged  inside  and  fitted  up  it  is  a 
very  great  improvement  on  the  old  premises  we  had,  and  the  fact 
of  its  appreciation  by  the  mothers  is  shown  in  the  increased  attend- 
ance at  the  stated  meeting.  The  Health  Visitor  attend®  here,  and 
i®  assisted  by  the  District  Nurse  for  the  township.  These  act  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

Every  encouragement  is  given  to  expectant  mothers  to  attend 
for  advice,  but  I am  sorry  to  say  with  very  little  success  up  to  the 
present. 

However,  the  Health  Visitor  visits  the  houses  of  these  people 
and  gives  advice  where  required. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  and 
one  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified.  The  former  was  removed 
to  Hospital  and  made  a good  recovery,  the  latter  case  also  recovered. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION.— The  staff  consists,  as  be- 
fore, of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector^  and 
one  man  for  disinfecting  the  houses. 

The  clothing  requiring  to  be  disinfected  is  taken  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  there  treated  in  the  Steam  Disinfector. 

THE  HOSPITAL  is  a brick  building  containing  8 beds'  for 

o o 

Scarlet  and  Enteric  Fever  cases,  and  in.  the  .grounds  there  is  a cor- 
rugated iron  building  containing  4 beds  for  Small  Pox  cases. 

HOUSING. — This  is  exactly  in  the  same  condition  as  in  1919. 
There  have  been  no  new  house®  erected  during  the  year,  although  l 
which  had  been  closed  has  been  made  habitable  and  is  now  occu- 
pied. 

Number  of  Houses:-  — 

For  Working  Classes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,200 

Other  V arieties  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 
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There  have  been  no  changes  of  any  moment  in  the  population, 
the  conditions  being  the  same  as  in  1919. 

HOUSE  SHORTAGE. — This  is  still  as  acute  as  in  the  previ- 
ous year. 

OVER-CROWDING. — This  is  still  apparent  throughout  the 
district-,  and  until  more  working-class  houses  are  erected  it  will  still 
continue. 

If,  of  course,  this  over-crowding  becomes  too  pronounced  steps 
are  then  taken  to  remedy  or  modify  the  conditions. 

MEASURES  CONTEMPLATED  TO  MEET  SHORTAGE.— 
The  Council  have  now  got  their  three  schemes  well  in  hand,  and  it 
is  expected  that  in  the  very  near  future  erection  of  some  artisans’ 
dwellings  will  be  commenced. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES.— (1)  Fairly  good,  particularly  con- 
sidering that  the  surface  is  constantly  interfered  with  owing  to  sub- 
sidence from  mining.  (2)  Asi  a consequence  of  this  sinking  of  the 
surface  land  the  defects  found  chiefly  consist  of  cracked  walls  and 
floors.  (3)  38  dwelling-houses  were  inspected  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Housing  Acts,  and  of  these  30  were  defective  in  some  degree. 
(4)  The  condition  of  water  supply,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse 
disposal,  as  applied  to  general  housing  conditions,  are  quite  satis- 
factory. 

UNHEALTHY  AREAS. — There  are  none  to  which  the  above 
conditions  apply. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  by  householders  that  their  houses 
were  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Ills  Assistant  comprise  the  staff 
working  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  when  necessity  arises  the 
Medical  Officer  inspects  the  premises  with  a view  to  serving  orders 
necessary  for  compulsorily  closing  the  same. 

Along  with  this  report  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  and 
Table  C,  as  required  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently  t 

A.  O.  BENTHAM, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

March,  1921. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Abram  Urban  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  give  below  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances’  and  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,,  1920. 

Stopped  Drains  Opened  and  Cleaned  i...  146 

Drains  taken  up  and  Rie-laid  or  Renewed  14 

Ashpits  and  Closets  Re-built  >..., 4 

Defective  Ashpits  and  Closets  Repaired  20 

Dustbins  and  Pails  Renewed  10 

Privies  Converted  into  Water  Closets  4 

Water  Closets  Repaired  19 

Water  Closets  Converted  into  Pail  Closets  1 

Paving  Back  Yards  and  round  Yard  Gullies  ,...  10 

Defective  Slop-Pipes,  Waste  Pipes,  and  Vent  Shafts 

Repaired  , 26 

Back  Passages  Cleaned  and  Ashed  6 

Keeping  Animals  as  a Nuisance  3 

Poultry  and  Pigeons  Removed  from  House  Yards  ...  3' 

Defective  Spouts,  Roofs,  etc.,  Repaired  34 

Waterlogged  Floors  Drained  and  Flagged  1 

Houses  Limewaahed  20 

Houses  Overcrowded  ’. 2 

Dirty  Premises  and  Foul  Privies  25 

Accumulation  of  Manure  and  Filth  , 4 

Old  Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Machine  ..., 2 

354 

Thirty-one  legal  notices  have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of 


nuisances. 
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SEWERS. — ‘No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS.— The  high  character  of  purity 
of  the  effluent  is  still  maintained.  The  Works  are  in  good  condition. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901  — 


Workshops 

Dressmaker  and  Milliner  2 

Tinsmith  1 

daggers  and  Shoemaker  3 

— 6 


Workplaces : — 

Dressmakers  *u.., 4 

Baby  Linen  1 

Clogger  i 3 

— 8 

B akehouises  i 10 


24 


DISINFECTION.- — One  school  and  53  houses  have  been  fumi- 
gated with  suliphur  and  formalin,  and  the  following  articles  passed 
through  the  steam  disinfector : — 


Beds  37 

Bolsters  and  Pillows  '. Ill 

Quilt®  44 

Sheets  27 

Blankets  59 

Pinafores  48 

Shawls  15 

Dresses  69 

U nderolothing  1 20 

Bonnets  and  Caps  33 

Coats  and  Trousers  41 

Sundry  Articles  219 


823 
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The  unsound  meat  condemned  comprises  50-  lbs.  of  beef. 

NIGHTSOILi. — Two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  ash- 
pits and  2,800  bins  and  pails  have  been  emptied,  and  3,380  loads  of 
refuse  removed. 

NEW  PROPERTY. — No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during 

the  year. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE. — This  ttias  been  regularly  inspected 
and  no  cause  for  complaint  found. 

I beg  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  EL  ROBY,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


NUMBER  OB'  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED,  REMOVED 
TO  HOSPITAL,  &c„  DURING  THE  TEAR,  1921. 
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These  diseases  are  not  compnlsorly  notifiable  in  this  district. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Year  1920,  for  the  Urban  District  of 

Abram. 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act,  1901,  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  & Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Inspec-  Written  Prosecu* 

Premises  tions.  Notices.  tions. 

Factories  (Including  Factory  Laundries)  1 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  13 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  15 

Total  29 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  in  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 


Number  of  Defects 


Referred  to  No.  of 

Found.  Remedied.  H.M.  Inspector.  Prosecution. 


2 2 


Total  2 2 


3.— HOME  WORK. 


Addresses  of  Outworkers. 
Received  from  other  Councils. 

Nil. 


Inspections  of  Out- 
workers’ premises. 


Total 


Nil. 
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4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year: 


Number. 

Workshops  : 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery  ...  ...  ...  6 

Baby  Linen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

doggers  and  Shoe  Makers’  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tinsmith...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  25 


5-OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Class.  Number 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 

Acts  (sec.  133,  1901)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  bj>  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Other 

Underground  h Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

1 


April,  1921. 


A.  O.  BBNTHAM, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  (C). 


COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1920. 


Urban  District  of  Abram. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  0.  Bentham.  Salary  as  M.O.H., 
31/12/1920,  £110. 

Is  he  a whole-time  Officer  ? No. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  W.  H.  Roby.  Salary  as  Inspector, 
31/12/1920',  £200. 

Is  he  a whole-time  Officer?  No.  If  not,  what  other  appoint- 
ments does  he  hold?  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

Assistant  Inspector1  of  Nuisances,  Hy.  Allen.  Salary  as 
Assistant  Inspector,  31/12/1920,  £146. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation : — ■ 

For  Small  Pox,  Corrugated  Iron  Building. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  Isolation  Hospital  (Brick) 

* Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ? Not  joint. 

*Lf  you  have  the  joint  use  of  Isolation  Hospital  belonging  to  some 

other  Authority,  state  nature  of  “ Agreement,”  or  “ Arranges 

ment.”  Is  any  Retaining  Fee  paid? 

Number  of  beds  available  for  your  district?  For  Smallpox  4. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases  8. 
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Disinfection. — No.  of  Houses  disinfected?  53.  Method  (state 
disinfectant  used)  Sulphur. 

Are  Houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis?  Yes.  (b) 
Measles  ? O ccasion  a lly . 

f Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  (steam  or 
otherwise)  ? Steam . 

No.  of  Articles  disinfected  823. 

Where  is  Apparatus  situated  ? Isolation  Hospital . 

f If  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfec- 
tion *:f  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.,  of  Patients  not  removed 
to  the  Hospital  ? Yes. 

Are  any  Diseases  notifiable  other  than  those  which  are  compul- 
sorily notifiable  (for  instance  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox,  etc)?  No. 

No.  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  for  Scarlet  Fever?  1. — 
St.  John  Infants. 

J No.  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX.  (15  and  16 
Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1910?  Nil. 

Bacterioloigical  Examinations.  No.  of  Specimens  examined : 
Blood,  Nil.  Throat  Swabs,  Nil.  Sputum,  one.  Swabs  for 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Nil.  Milk,  Nil. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  Order,  1910.  Is  a supply  of  Anti-toxin 
kept  within  the  district?  Yes.  If  so,  where?  Medical 
Officer’s  Residence. 

Amount  used  during  1920?  20,000  units. 

* The  Housing  Acts,  1890  to  1919.” 

Has  your  Authority  determined  the  procedure  to  be 
adopted  for  the  inspection  of  youir  District  as  required  by 
Article  I.  of  the  Regulations  of  2nd  September,  1910  ? Yes. 

Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as  required  by  Article  I. 
(3)  a list  of  dwelling-houses,  the  “ early  inspection  of  which 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  M.O.H.,  desirable  ? ” ? No. 


is 


Has  your  Authority  designated  an  officer  to  undertake  the 
special  inspection  of  houses  and  to  keep  the  records  stipu- 
lated by  Articles  (II.)  and  (III.)?  Yes. 

What  officer  has  been  so  designated  ? Sanitary  Inspector. 

Have  the  necessary  books,  forms,  etc.,  for  keeping  the  re- 
quired records  been  obtained?  Yes. 

Are  these  kept  up-to-date?  Yes. 

Action  taken  in  1920  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

(a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  specially  inspected  during  1920 
under  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  i.e.,  with  a view  to  ascer- 
taining whether  any  dwelling-houses  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation?  38. 

Have  the  particulars  of  these  inspections,  as  specified  in 
Article  II.  (1)  to  (8),  and  Article  III.  (1)  to  (8),  of  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  been 
fully  recorded?  Yes. 

(b) *  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  (a)  which  are 
considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? Nil. 

(c)  *No.  of  Representations  to  Authority  with  a view  to 
making  Closing  Orders?  Nil. 

(d)  No.  of  Closing  Orders  made?  Nil. 

(e)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
without  making  Closing  Orders?  Nil. 

(f  Noi.  of  dwelling-houses  put  into  a fit  state  of  habitation 
after  making  Closing  Orders?  1. 

(g)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished?  Nil. 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist?  Defective 
floors;  roofs,  walls,  want  of  paving,  etc. 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  purposes  of 
the  Housing  Acts,  other  than  those  inspected  under  (a) 
above.  (Not  including  inspections  re  Nuisances,  etc.  See 
Note  f.)  Nil. 

f Visits  to  houses  for  purposes  other  than  the  Housing  Acts 
should  not  be  included  here. 
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* The  particulars  under  (b),  (c),  and  (d)  should  relate  on’y 
to  houses  inspected  under  (a). 

If  your  Authority  has  a Housing  Scheme,  state  what  stage 
had  been  reached  on  December  31st,  1920,  giving  informa- 
tion under  the  following  headings: — 

No.  of  Schemes  submitted,  3.  No.  of  Lay-outs — 'Submit- 
ted, 3 ; approved,  3.  No.  of  houses  included  in  House 
Plans — Submitted,  50'. 

No.  of  houses  built  during  1920  by  private  enterprise? 
Nil. 

Source  of  the  Water  Supply?  Liverpool  Corporation,  Riving- 
ton  Waterworks. 

What  is  its  condition?  Good. 

Possibilities!  of  contamination  ? Service  reservoir  un- 
covered near  property  and  colliery. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where?  No. 

Nature  of  extensions  (if  any)  during  the  year?  None. 

Are  Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  carried  out  satis- 
factorily for  whole  of  district?  Yes. 

■ow  performed  (state  whether  by  Sanitary  Authority,  Con- 
tract, or  Occupiers  of  Houses)?  By  Sanitary  Authority. 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night  ? By 
day. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of?  To  tips  on  farmer’s  land. 

Has  a Destructor  been  provided?  No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method  of  Treatment?  Septic  Tanks, 
Contact  Bacteria  Beds,  and  Land  Filtration. 

What  is  the  character  of  the'  Drainage  System  ? Any 
developments  during  year?  Separate  system  in  principal 
streets,  combined  system  to  all  property.  None. 

Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper  drainage  system? 

None. 
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Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  etc.?  Sewers 
flushed  and  cleaned  regularly.  ITcuse  gullies  disinfected. 
New  drains  smoke  tested. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams?  Nil. 

Canal  Boats:  Number  Inspected?  34.  Number  of  Infringe- 
ments of  Acts  ? 5. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses?  Good.  No.?  10. 

What  is  the  condition  of  Slaughter-houses?  Good.  No.?  1. 
No.  Licensed  ? 1 . Has  a Public  Abattoir  been  provided  ? 
No. 

What  is  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools?  Structurally 
satisfactory.  Outside  offices  in  some  cases  require  a little 
more  attention. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — Are  they  periodically  in- 
spected ? Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? Fair. 

Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  ? 
Yes.  Are  they  enforced  ? Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow. 

(a)  Where  cows  are  habitually  grazed  ? 5001  cubic  feet. 

(b)  Where  cows  are  not  habitually  grazed  ? 500  cubic  feet. 

Total  number  of  Cowkeepers?  13.  Number  on  Register?  23. 
Number  of  Inspections  during  year?  20. 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers).  Total 
number  of  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors?  Nil.  Number 
on  Register?  Nil. 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows? 
Give  particulars.  No. 

Action  taken  (if  any)  as  to  tuberculous  milk  ? None. 

Inspection  of  Food. — Amount  condemned  or  surrendered  as  un- 
fit for  human  consumption — 

Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts?  50  lbs. 
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Notices  served — Nuisances  : 

No),  of  Notices  served?  Informal  50.  Statutory  31. 

No.  of  Nuisance®  abated?  260. 

Closets  and  Ashpits. — Privy  Middens:  Number  of  Middens? 
528.  Number  of  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens?  821. 
Number  of  Pail  Closets?  25.  Number  of  Dry  Ashpits 
(excluding  Midden®)?  157.  Number  of  Fresh  Water 
Closets  ? 465.  Number  of,  Portable  Receptacles  for  refuse  ? 
53. 


Number  of  Privy  Closets  converted  during  1920?  To 
Fresh  W.C.'s?  4. 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion? 
Yes.  If  ao,  how  much?  One-half  cost. 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for 
new  property  Fresh  water. 

Smoke — Number  of  Observations?  6. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted. — “ The  Infectious  Disease  (Pre- 
vention) Act,  1890  " ? No.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907  " ? Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  18901 " ? Yes. 

Has  a Health  Visitor  been  appointed  by  the  Local  Council? 
State  whether  whole  or  part  time?  Yes.  Whole  time. 

Qualifications  of  Health  Visitor  ? Central  Midwives ’ Board  Cer- 
tificate. 

Has  any,  and,  if  so  what,  action  been  taken  by  the  Council  re- 
specting Child  Welfare  Work?  A centre  has  been  estab- 
lished. 

Has  any  scheme  been  prepared  in  regard  to  the  Supply  of  Food 
and  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of  Milk 
for  Infants?  Not  for  general  use.  Only  in  absolutely 
necessitous  cases, 
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Is  there  a District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District?  Yes. 
Ho-w  many  District  Nurses  employed?  One. 


Does  the  Association  undertake  (a)  *Midwifery  cases?  No.  (b) 
Monthly  Nursing?  No. 

(*  Attendance  at  confinement  without  a Medical  Practi- 
tioner.) 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1920.  Nil. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District  ? Re-sewering  Bolton 
House  Road  and  Talbot  Road.  Privy  Conversions. 


If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Council  and  the 
Association  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  Work?  Yes. 

The  District  Nurse  attends  and  assists  at  the  Centre. 


(Signed)  A.  O.  BENTHAM, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  6th,  1921. 


